[Is there a pathological basis for lefthandedness?].
The determination of laterality or handedness in men is a multifactorial one. There is a strong evidence for a genetic component in handedness, but there is only some evidence for other components. The present review discusses the role of the pathological factors, especially birth stress, birth order, maternal age or laterality in clinical populations. There is a general agreement that sinistrality can occur as a result of pre- or perinatal damage to the left hemisphere. The review indicates that there is no sure evidence to suggest that birth stress or birth order are related to increases in non-rightsidedness. A disproportionate number of sinistrals is found in clinical populations. The present review discusses some possible hypothesis explaining the distribution of sinistrality.